
Introduction - Welcome to QSE Advanced
• Quick Smart English is a topic-based English language course for levels B2 to C1 in line with the

CEF (Common European Framework).
• QSE uses affective, topical and sometimes controversial reading and listening material to present

and revise structures and vocabulary and to develop communication skills.
• The language structures are those found in widely-accepted international curricula.
• The topic-based vocabulary is wide-ranging and based on real-life ideas and issues. 
• The learning tasks include integrated skills activities, with a particular focus on speaking.
• Integrated CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) activities are in each unit.
• Although QSE Advanced is not a dedicated exam preparation course, the structure and

vocabulary practice, skills work, question types and supplementary test materials are 
all designed to help students prepare for international ESOL examinations.

• QSE Advanced is designed to cover a 70–80 hour course, although it can also be used
in modules for skills development, in particular speaking practice.

QSE and the CEF

The structure and approach of the course are based on
the Council of Europe’s Common European Framework
of Reference (CEF). Like the CEF, QSE Advanced
takes a very broad view of what language students need
to learn in order to use a foreign language and what
knowledge and skills they need to develop so as to be
able to communicate effectively. QSE aims to provide
the widest possible cultural context, using examples from
the great cultural diversity of global English (British,
American, Australian, South African and others).

QSE helps to provide learners with strategies to
activate general and communicative competences in
order to carry out the activities and processes involved in
the production and reception of texts and the
construction of discourse dealing with particular themes.

The objectives, content and methods of QSE follow
the guidelines of the CEF, aiming to equip students to
deal with communicating in English, not only in English-
speaking countries, but also in using the language as a
lingua franca in other countries. QSE helps students to
exchange information and ideas and to communicate
their thoughts and feelings. Its wide range of topics, many
of which are unusual in EFL courses, help students to
achieve a wider and deeper understanding of the way
other people live and think and of their cultural heritage.
The methods of teaching language and learning with
QSE are based on the needs, motivations, characteristics
and resources of the learners themselves. The course is
above all student-centred. The language learning activities
are based on action-orientated tasks and relevant authentic
texts (oral and written).

The topics (including the CLIL materials) help
students to face the modern challenges of international
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mobility and closer co-operation, not only in education,
culture and science but also in trade and industry. QSE
aims to promote mutual understanding and tolerance,
respect for identities and cultural diversity through more
effective international communication. 

The course visits all four domains identified by the
CEF. The Public Domain, for example, is represented in
many units including environmental issues in Unit 8,
society in Unit 18 and economic issues in Unit 7. The
Personal Domain is visited in Unit 10 (Young people’s
rights), Unit 9 (Independence) and Unit 20 (Young
people’s behaviour) among others. The Educational
Domain features in Unit 16 (School curriculum), and the
Occupational Domain appears in Unit 3 (Ambitions).

The CEF is a framework not only for language
learning, but also for assessment, which is central to the
methodology of QSE. QSE Advanced is compatible with
preparation for a variety of international English
examinations. QSE Advanced features a special set of
exam preparation materials for the UCLES Cambridge
suite of exams – CAE (Certificate in Advanced English)
level, IELTS (International English Language Testing
System) and IGCSE (International General Certificate of
Secondary Education). Trinity College London recognises
that QSE makes a valuable contribution to preparation
for the Graded Examinations in Spoken English (GESE)
and Integrated Skills Examination (ISE). Other levels of
QSE are coordinated with other Cambridge exams – QSE
Pre-Intermediate with PET level and QSE Intermediate
with FCE. The chart below shows how the various levels
of the QSE course have been planned to match the levels
of the CEF and the requirements of international
examinations.
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• I can understand extended speech and lectures and
follow even complex lines of argument provided the
topic is reasonably familiar. I can understand most TV
news current affairs programmes. I can understand
the majority of films in standard dialect.

• I can read articles and reports concerned with
contemporary problems in which the writers adopt
particular attitudes or viewpoints. I can understand
contemporary literary prose.

• I can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity
that makes regular interaction with native speakers
quite possible. I can take an active part in discussion
in familiar contexts, accounting for and sustaining my
views.

• I can present clear, detailed descriptions on a wide
range of subjects related to my field of interest. I
can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the
advantages and disadvantages of various options.

• I can write clear, detailed text on a wide range of
subjects related to my interests. I can write an essay
or report, passing on information or giving reasons in
support of or against a particular point of view. I can
write letters highlighting the personal significance of
events and experiences.

• I can understand extended speech even when it is
not clearly structured and when relationships are
only implied and not signalled explicitly. I can
understand television programmes and films
without too much effort.

• I can understand long and complex factual and literary
texts, appreciating distinctions of style. I can
understand specialised linguistically complex articles
and longer technical instructions, even when they do
not relate to my field.

• I can express myself fluently and spontaneously
without much obvious searching for expressions. I
can use language flexibly and effectively for social
and professional purposes. I can formulate ideas and
opinions with precision and relate my contribution
skilfully to those of other speakers.

• I can present clear, detailed descriptions of complex
subjects integrating sub-themes, developing particular
points and rounding off with an appropriate
conclusion.

• I can express myself in clear, well-structured text,
expressing points of view at some length. I can write
about complex subjects in a letter, an essay or a
report, underlining what I consider to be the salient
issues. I can select style appropriate to the reader
in mind. 
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Common UCLES Trinity Michigan / TOEFL IELTS Edexcel 

QSE European (University of College, HAU (New TOEFL) London
Framework Cambridge London ESOL Test of
(CEF) ESOL) English

Quick START A1-A2 KET GESE Level (A1) 
English (Key English Grade 1, 2, 3 1
(in preparation) Test)

QSE A2-B1 PET ISE 0, ISE I, BCCE 3.0 to Level 1-2
Pre-Intermediate (Preliminary GESE 4.0

English Test) Grade 4, 5, 6

QSE B1-B2 FCE (First ISE II, ECCE 450-525 4.0 to Level 2-3
Intermediate Certificate in GESE Target 485 5.5

English) Grade 7, 8, 9 (NT 163)

QSE B2-C1 CAE ISE III, ALCE Target 525 5.5 to Level 3-4
Advanced (Certificate in GESE (NT 197) 6.5 /

Advanced Grade 10, 11 7.0
English)

QSE levels, the CEF and international examinations

QSE Advanced takes students from Level B2 to C1. These are the CEF Reference Levels Global
Descriptors for the two levels. 
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QSE for exams

QSE and Cambridge / Trinity / IELTS / IGCSE exam practice

QSE is not designed to be a specific exam-
preparation course, but no teacher or class these
days can ignore the fact that exams are a very
important and almost unavoidable presence in the
language classroom. All international exams today
have been written or have been calibrated to fit
into the levels and requirements of the CEF,
however, styles of examination differ. As QSE is a
course with a very strong emphasis on spoken
English and developing oral skills, the author
decided to use the syllabus of the Trinity
College, London, GESE (Graded Examinations
in Spoken English) and ISE (Integrated Skills in

English) examinations for the core subject areas.
However, we are aware that many students will
take other exams, so there are many question
types, tasks and exercises in the Student’s Book
and Workbook that provide exam practice in all
four skills for several exam types. In addition,
there are special photocopiable pages in this
Teacher’s Guide that practise the University of
Cambridge CAE, IELTS and IGCSE – see
details below. This makes QSE an ideal course
for general study at the end of which students
may go on to take a variety of exams, including
those of Trinity and Cambridge.
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QSE is not an exam-practice book; students taking
any examinations should prepare by using actual
sample papers before they sit any exams. However,
QSE does provide a great deal of practice in every
skill necessary for these. 

Reading: Throughout the book there are many
reading comprehension tasks, many of which are in
specific exam formats, while the remainder practise
the same skills in other formats. For example, the
format of CAE Paper 1 Part 1 is specifically used in
Units 3 and 17. Also, the IELTS Reading Passage 3
is covered in Units 5 and 18. 

Writing: The Portfolio Writing section provides
practice in CAE, IELTS and ISE-style writing tasks,
as does the Portfolio Writing section in the
Workbook. In particular, the ISE III Portfolio
Writing tasks are seen throughout the book. Most
can be used to simulate the Controlled Writing
Tasks as well. The CAE exam practice pages for
Units 4, 9 and 13 provide tasks in the precise
format of the CAE exam, while IELTS Task 2 is
practised in Units 1, 4 and 13.

English in Use
In almost every unit of the Workbook there is
practice in CAE Paper 3 English in Use tasks.
These are in abbreviated form, as it is not necessary

to practice a complete exam paper for every activity.
Each of the CAE exam practice pages provides tasks
in the format of the English in Use paper and
covers all question types.

Listening: Many of the listening activities in the
units are based on CAE and IELTS-style tasks.
With 80 minutes of audio and video material, QSE
provides ample listening material.

There is also additional exam listening practice
for IGSCE, CAE and IELTS on the DVD-ROM (see
page 152 and 200–203, 204–208 and 244–247).

Speaking: All the speaking activities in the units
practise the skills and functions necessary for the
Cambridge CAE, IELTS, IGCSE and Trinity 
ISE III exam.

Exam practice pages
In this Teacher’s Guide there are photocopiable
exam practice pages from page 176, with an
introduction about using the QSE Photocopiable
Resources on page 174 of this Teacher’s Guide.
There are 27 pages for the Cambridge Advanced
English exam, 20 pages for the IELTS exam and 28
pages for the IGCSE exam. You can use these pages
at the same time as the main units, or separately for
homework. Each set of materials can be marked by
the teacher using the exam answers section.
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QSE and the Trinity College London GESE and ISE exams
Because they are based on the structures, functions and subject areas of
Trinity’s Advanced (Grades 10 and 11) Graded Examinations in Spoken English
(GESE) and Integrated Skills in English (ISE III) Examination (covering CEF
levels C1 and up), the units in the QSE Advanced coursebook provide a
thorough preparation for students wishing to take either oral or integrated
skills examinations at these levels.

The READING (Activity 2 of each unit) and LISTEN / WATCH AND LISTEN
(Activity 4 of each unit) sections in the book familiarise students with the
vocabulary specific to the subject areas in the Trinity examinations. Students
then learn how to present and discuss their knowledge and ideas with the
examiner in TEAMWORK (Activity 5), CONTROVERSY (Activity 6) and the
topic in English (Activity 8) in each unit, using the appropriate structures
and functions.

Students should select a topic that they are interested in, knowledgeable
about and able to talk readily about. In preparing the topic, candidates should
be actively discouraged from producing and memorising a written text, as
this will have an adverse effect on the candidate’s pronunciation and ability
to use spontaneous spoken English. They should also prepare enough material
to discuss the topic for up to five minutes. The discussion should provide
opportunities for the candidate to use the language of the specific grade, for
example at Grade 11 or ISE III, vague or imprecise language and expressions
for downplaying.

In the Topic phase of the Trinity Advanced exams the candidate needs to be
prepared to:
• Invite questions and comments from the examiner about the content of

the presentation
• Engage the examiner in a discussion of some of the points made in the

presentation
• Respond to the examiner’s challenges and requests for clarification or

elaboration.
Candidates may like to take with them into the exam one or more pictures,

photos, models or other suitable objects to illustrate their prepared topics.
The INTERACTIVE TASK in the Student’s Book (Extended Reading Sections 1,

2, 3) gives students the opportunity to prepare for the Interactive Task phase
of the GESE and ISE exams at this level. Here candidates are expected to be
able to:
• Take responsibility for the discourse with the examiner
• Use turn-taking to maintain a natural flow to the discourse
• Relate their own contributions with those of the examiner
• Negotiate toward a successful conclusion.

QSE Advanced
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QSE and CLIL 

One of the most significant aims of recent
educational thinking in many countries has
been to make learning a relevant preparation for
the students’ real lives in the widest sense. This
can mean not just relevance to vocational training
but also to personal development, citizenship,
further education and the use of information
technology. In addition, education reforms in
many countries now encourage a greater emphasis
on political, economic, historical and cultural
world awareness, as globalisation affects
everyone’s lives. 

QSE features a cross-curricular CLIL (Content
and Language Integrated Learning) topic as part of
every unit. Many reflect the nature of the modern
syllabus with subjects like Business Studies, Law
and Information Technology. The course approach
to CLIL also reaches out more widely to embrace a
range of topics that interest and are useful to
students even if they are not being formally
studied. These include ideas such as Psychology,
Meteorology, Social Studies and Public Relations.

In QSE, CLIL is truly integrated so that it becomes
a natural part of what we use language for – talking
about the things that interest us. 

The objective of the cross-curricular sections
in this book is not to add to the students’ own
knowledge of subjects. Instead it is to equip
students with an English-language strategy (and the
relevant conceptual and linguistic tools) so that
they can extend their understanding of the world
through the use of a foreign language. 

“CLIL is an approach to bilingual education in
which both curriculum content – such as science or
history – and English are taught together. . . .. Hence
it is a means of teaching curriculum subjects through
the medium of the language still being learned. . . ..
CLIL can also be regarded the other way round – as
a means of teaching English through study of a
specialist content. … CLIL is compatible with the
idea of JIT education (‘just in time learning’) and is
regarded by some of its practitioners as the ultimate
communicative methodology.” (David Graddol,
English Next, British Council, 2006)

QSE and Multiple Intelligences

The theory of Multiple Intelligences, first posited by
Dr Howard Gardner in 1983 and modified many
times since then, has divided teachers and educators
as much as it has brought them together. But this is
really a matter of the details. Most educational
theorists now agree that the long-established methods
of teaching and testing, which only appealed to a
learner’s linguistic or logical-mathematical
intelligences, work well for some students but exclude
others whose intelligences are of a different type. 

What we have tried to do in this book is address
certain other aspects of the theory, particularly the
distinction between interpersonal and intrapersonal

intelligences. Students do not always want to
interact with each other and provision needs to be
made for ‘lone’ activities as well as pair and
group work. Auditory learners will find plenty
of stimulation in the varied audio material on
the DVD-ROM. The video extracts on the 
DVD-ROM will attract visual learners, as will the
photos that make the texts come alive. 

We have also tried to balance giving teachers
and learners what they like, expect and are used
to and giving them something new and
different, without making them alarmed or
uncomfortable. 
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English as a meme
Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) represents an evolution in
second-language acquisition. It is an idea that is changing the way people
learn English. One of the key concepts of CLIL is that, by changing the context
in which a foreign language is learned, teachers can make it more relevant to
the students’ needs and thus more readily acquired.

In 1976, Professor Richard Dawkins of Oxford University suggested that
there are units of cultural inheritance and transfer which he called
‘memes’. He suggested that they work in a way that is similar to the way
that genes pass on biological information. Memes are ideas (such as the
Earth is flat) or fashions (like short skirts) or skills (such as skiing), which
can be rapidly transmitted from one person to another. 

The skill of speaking English as a foreign or second language is now a
globally successful idea, or meme. Over a billion people worldwide are
learning English as a foreign language. Dawkins and others think that memes
reproduce by both mutation and recombination, rather like genes in the
process of biological evolution itself. A mutation in thought may take
centuries to take root. For example, Leonardo da Vinci’s ideas on mechanical
flight did not catch on in the 15th century because the technical environment
of the time could not support them. Five hundred years later, the meme of
flight is so commonplace we hardly question it.

Memes are also propagated by recombination, such as when existing ideas
and skills come up against a new environment and adapt rapidly to suit it.
Thus, mobile phones and the internet have dramatically changed the ways in
which people communicate. We still talk and write, but now we do this
instantly with people anywhere in the world. The result is an explosion of
global communication — an extremely successful meme, evolved to fit the 
21st-century environment.

CLIL may be another example of memetic recombination. The learning
environment is filled with subjects like geography, history and physics. 
If language learning moves into these new environments, it becomes an
improved meme — one that combines old ways of teaching with new situations
and thus provokes students to acquire improved skills and new ideas. 

Students not only learn about the subject of geography or maths with CLIL,
they also turn the process upside down and learn the language from the
subject. If they are already learning geography, discussing it in English enables
them to recombine the subject with the second language, producing a form of
learning that is better adapted to their environment. It’s more fun, more
relevant and more motivating, and like a gene or a meme, more successful.
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Teacher’s Guide

13BROOKEMEAD ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING © Brookemead Associates Ltd 2007

QSEQSE

QSE Adv TG p08-25  3/7/07  3:32 PM  Page 13



QSE Advanced – at a glance

QSE Advanced consists of 20 separate units of five pages each (four pages in the main unit and a Workbook page),
plus various additional materials, such as Extended Reading, Language Banks, Teamwork Scenarios and Glossary.

Every unit of the course works in the same way. The activities are varied, but the instructions are kept as
simple and as similar as possible. This means that students only have to learn how to use the course in the first
unit, and can then expect the same structure in the rest of the units. This makes it exceptionally clear and
user-friendly, further defining the student-centred approach of the whole course.
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Scope and sequence of the course:

Contents pages Student’s Book and Workbook (see also Materials Map pages 4—7 of this Teacher’s Guide)

Every unit consists of:
4 Student’s Book pages

Grammar, Vocabulary
Use of English, Idioms,
Writing, Speaking Strategies  

Page 1:
Viewpoint: Word
Power, Reading,
Speak Your Mind

Page 2:
Reading texts 
(two texts per unit)

Page 3:
Listen / Watch and listen,
Teamwork, Controversy, 
Portfolio Writing

Page 4:
CLIL, Further 
Discussion, Your answer

1 Workbook page Teamwork Scenario

Outline for Teamwork 
activity

Language Bank Student’s DVD-ROM
Teacher’s DVD–ROM 

Audio and video clips
Exam practice listening
Printable exam pages
Printable Teacher’s
Guide

20 Language Banks, on the cover
flaps

©Brookemead Associates, 2007

1-905248-03-2ISBN:
978-1-905248-03-02

Un
it 

10
AU
DI
O

Unit 2
VIDE

O

Unit 3
VID

EO

Unit 4
AU
DIO

Unit 5
VID
EO

Unit 6
AU
DI
O

Unit
 7

AU
DI
O

Unit 11
AUDIO

Unit 12
VIDEO

Unit 13
VIDEO

Unit 14
AUDIO

Unit 15
AUDIO

Un
it 

9
AU
DI
O

Un
it 

8
AU
DI
O

Unit 17
VIDEO

Unit 18 AUDIO

Unit 19 AUDIO

Unit 20 AUDIO

Audio & video scripts  TEXT

Unit 16
AUDIO

Unit 1 AUDIO

Using the DVD  TEXT

About QSE TEXT

Student’s DVD-ROM Video Audio Text
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Reading, Idioms, Identify the idiom / word,
Portfolio Writing, Interactive Task

Unit-by-unit Glossary In the Student’s Book

Exam practice photocopiable pages in this Teacher’s Guide

Units 1–3Units 1–3 Glossary        

120

Key:
Student’s Book Page 18 Listening Unit Au12
Workbook Unit Wb6 Scenario S

Unit 1 Buy now, think later See pages 8–11
big bucks (US) a lot of money; (buck = dollar) 9
billboard a large outdoor board with advertising 8

posters
can, to to fire 9
catchy easily remembered Wb94
celebrity promotional advertising by a celebrity 8

endorsement
classified ad a small advert in a newspaper 8
con a trick; deception 8
corporate image the way a large business is seen by 11

the public, or the picture it gives 
of itself

ditch, to to drop 9
dump, to to drop 9
fleet of lorries a group of lorries that belong to the 

same company Wb94
flyer an advertising leaflet 8
going rate the usual rate of pay for a particular 11

job
heartland the main area 9
hype excessively positive advertising 8
jingle a short tune, often with words, used 

in advertising Wb94
junk mail unwanted promotional material that 8

comes by post
launch when something is put on the market 8

or is first shown
movie trailer a short extract of a film used to 8

advertise the film
network a radio or TV company or group 9

of companies
off-limits an area into which you can’t go Wb94
overshadowed by 9yb detanimod
pop-up ad an internet advert that appears 8

automatically on a computer screen
product using a product in a TV programme 8

placement or film
sanctuary a safe place Wb94
shy away from, to to avoid 9
soybean (US) soya bean Wb94
spam unwanted emails 8
spoof something that appears serious but 10

is really a joke in imitation of 
something else

spot a short advertisement 8
surefire guaranteed 9
sweatshop a factory where the workers are 11

badly paid and working conditions 
are very bad

tarnish, to to spoil 9
under siege under attack 9
up in the air very uncertain 9

Unit 2  Express yourself              See pages 12–15
Blackpool Blackpool is a popular, unsophisticated 13
landlady seaside resort in northwest England; 

a landlady is someone who runs a 
small hotel

credentials general background and qualifications 13
culture vulture a person who is very interested in 13

high culture (art, music etc.)
forebears ancestors 13
integration a policy of including everyone in 15

society

manifesto a statement of aims and beliefs 14
mark someone / to make someone / something seem 13
something out, to obviously different

meniscus a fine membrane Au2
MTV a TV station dedicated to popular 12

music and culture
muddy, to to make unclear 13
NAACP National Association for the 15

Advancement of Colored People
Proms, the an annual series of classical music 13

concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, 
London

prophylactic preventing disease Au2
reign the length of time that someone is 13

king or queen
rug weaving making small carpets 12
segregation separating people from different 15

racial backgrounds, especially blacks 
and whites

shackles things that prevent you from Wb99
being free

specimen an example of something Au02
umbrella an organisation that includes a lot of 13

organisation other organisations

Unit 3  The sky’s the limit!          See pages 16–19
adversity difficulty 16
affluent wealthy 16
Bollywood the Indian film industry 17
burgeoning growing and developing 17
Cannes a town on the south coast of France 

famous for its film festival 18
celluloid elite the richest or most talented film actors 17
charismatic having a lot of charm 16
consign, to to put someone in an unpleasant 

place or situation 17
consummate complete and perfect 17
contingent a large group 17
deadpan apparently serious, with a blank 

expression 17
downplay, to to treat something as though it is less 

important than it is 16
fatalistic due to fate, outside our control Wb100
flop a failure 17
floundering failing; struggling 16
grim serious; bad or depressing 16
grinding which never gets better and never ends 17
in the limelight getting a lot of public attention 17
meteoric extremely fast 16
motivational a person employed to speak at 

speaker conferences to motivate those 
attending in their work Wb100

no idle feat a difficult thing to do 17
party animal a person who enjoys going to lots 17

of parties
persona character; personality 17
piety an insincere or conventional statement 17

or act
put someone to get someone to show how well 17

through their they can do a particular thing
paces, to

rat race a competitive way of life 18
rigorous disciplined 17
slapstick unsophisticated comedy that uses a 17

lot of non-verbal jokes

Glossary

Units 3– 6Units 3– 6

121

stunt work performing dangerous and exciting 17
actions for films

token small or unimportant, and perhaps 16
not sincere

wisecracking joking 17

Unit 4  Are you looking at me?   See pages 20–23
anecdotal based on what people have observed, 21

not on research and statistics
Antichrist, the the opponent of Christ 21
bullying using strength or words to frighten 20

or hurt someone
cavort, to to dance and jump around noisily 21
decapitate, to to cut off someone’s head 21
detention at school, making a student stay 21

behind after the end of classes as 
a punishment

GMTV a popular breakfast TV station, 21
featuring news, weather and 
chat shows

harassment bullying or annoying someone 22
holler, to to shout 21
informant a person who gives people in 23

authority information about others
intemperate excessive and lacking self-control 21
irrefutable which can’t be denied 21
multifarious many and varied 21
notorious famous for negative reasons 21
passive-aggressive behaviour which shows negative 22

behaviour feelings in unassertive ways 
(not talking, being unhelpful etc.)

peremptorily suddenly and without discussion 21
precipitous done quickly and without thought 21
psychopath a person with severe mental 21

problems, who may be violent
push-up an exercise in which you lie on the 23

floor, face down, and push yourself 
up with your arms

reinstate, to to restore 21
sadistic taking pleasure from being cruel 23

to others
sketchy incomplete 21
smock a loose-fitting piece of clothing 24
teasing laughing at someone and making 20

jokes about them
truancy staying away from school without 21

permission
unsubstantiated not proved 21

Unit 5  Frills and thrills                See pages 24–27
acknowledgement recognition by others 27
bling a style characterised by expensive 27

jewellery, cars etc. 27
brandstretching a marketing technique in which a 24

brand is associated with goods not 
connected with the main product 

fulfilment a sense of achievement and 27
satisfaction

grooming products such as shampoos and 24
products skin creams

hulk a big person 25
insurmountable impossible to overcome 25
lust strong desire 25

metrosexual man a heterosexual man who is 24
comfortable with traditionally 
female things (using grooming 
products, having his hair styled etc.)

pawnshop people leave things at pawnshops in 25
exchange for money; if they don’t 
repay the money, the shop sells 
the goods

prestige admiration and respect 27
retro a word used to describe an old fashion 

which has become popular again 24
sarong a large piece of cloth, worn wrapped 25

round the lower body
shopping spree time spent doing lots of shopping 26
straight heterosexual; not gay 24
suave sophisticated 24
surge a large group, moving like a wave 25
vintage a word used to describe an old fashion 24

which has become popular again
way off the mark very inaccurate 25

Unit 6  Playing to win                   See pages 28–31
back to back immediately after each other 31
beauty pageant a beauty competition 30
blister a bubble in the skin caused, for 31

example, by shoes that rub
blunder a bad mistake 29
boast, to to speak with arrogance 28
boorish rude 29
cap, to to do something even better Wb101
capitalise on, to to take advantage of 29
compelling which really holds the attention Wb101
draw if a game ends in a draw, the 29

competitors have exactly 
the same score

drop-out rate the proportion of people who quit 30
doing something

edge an advantage 29
etiquette politeness; an accepted form of 29

behaviour
federal law a law applying to the whole country, 30

not just to an individual state within 
the country

flaunting boasting 29
good sport, a a person who accepts defeat with 28

good grace
Labor Day a public holiday in the US, on the 30

first Monday in September, 
celebrating working people

landslide victory a victory with a huge majority 28
ligament tissue that connects bones 31
motto a phrase expressing a belief or ideal 28
odds on very likely 28
rawest crudest; most obvious 29
relay team a team who run relay races; in a 29

relay race, each member of the team 
runs a set distance and has to hand 
a baton to the next runner

reservation a doubt 28
rivalry competition 28
ruthlessly harshly; cruelly 29
sleep deprivation lack of sleep 31
sportsmanship respect for the rules of sport and for 28

other competitors
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IELTS Exam Practice Reading 2QSE Advanced
Name:
Class:

IELTS Academic Reading Part 2: Reading Passage 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15-27, which are based on Reading Passage 2.

PHILANTHROPY

Unless you are an avid reader of the financial or business news, you were probably
unaware of the name of Warren Edward Buffett. That was until 2006. That was when
the world’s second richest man made the announcement that he was planning to
donate 85 per cent of his current $44 billion fortune to the $30-billion charity run by
the world’s richest man, Bill Gates. Besides the fact that this was the largest single act
of charitable giving in all of history, Buffett’s donation represents a significant sea
change in attitude to philanthropic deeds. In the past, it was much more common for
men of substantial means to leave a portion of their estate to a charitable foundation
upon their death. The late 1800s and early 1900s saw the birth of numerous new
foundations dedicated to various causes: the Ford Foundation, the Lilly Endowment
Corporation, J. Paul Getty Trust, the Wellcome Trust and others.

However, the super-wealthy’s relationship with money has changed significantly since
Henry T. Ford ran his company. Many have come to embrace two core values within
American culture: success based on hard work and giving to the betterment of
humanity.

Regarding the former, the nouveau riche are making a definite break with the past.
It’s more than likely that they are aware of the notorious tales of ugly infighting that
have erupted in families when an extremely wealthy patriarch dies. Bill Gates has
made it clear that his children will only inherit $10 million each out of his vast billion
dollar fortune. Buffett shares his sentiments. While his children will not inherit much
of his money, they will be comfortably looked after and will continue to oversee
charities in their names. 

The second major difference is the personal attention that many of the current
philanthropic giants take in the actual targeting of the funds. Rather than use their
money to build new art galleries or opera houses, many of the famous US
philanthropists have a deep belief that their wealth needs to be used to help shape
society for the better.

A Even with the loss of $7 billion in the ill-fated AOL takeover of TimeWarner,
billionaire Ted Turner continued his pledge of $1 billion to support United Nations
causes. 

B Hungarian-born money speculator George Soros created the Open Society Institute,
which the PBS network suggests has given over $4 billion. The OSI supported many
dissident movements during the Cold War in different Eastern Bloc countries. 
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IELTS Exam Practice Writing 1
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

IELTS Writing: Task 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

This graph shows the gap in earnings for full-time United States workers 25 years 
and older with a high school diploma, bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information below.

Write at least 150 words.
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Full-time average earnings per year for men in the US 

Full-time average earnings per year for women in the US 

Source: National Committee
on Pay Equity, 2001
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IELTS Exam Practice Speaking
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

IELTS Speaking: Tasks

Ask the student the following:
1) Give a brief introduction about yourself.

2) Ask about these familiar topics. 
(Example questions)

Homes / Families
Tell me about your family.
Tell me about the accommodation you live in.
What’s your favourite place in your community?
Is it a good place to live? Why / Why not?

Jobs / Studies
What do you do in your job?
What are you studying? Why?
What are your future career goals?

Interests
What do you do in the evenings / at weekends?
What books have you read lately?
What is your favourite kind of music? Why?

PART 2 (3-4 minutes)
Photocopy the following Task Cards. Give only one to each student.   

Task Card A
Describe a sport you like to watch or play.

You should say:
– why you started playing it
– how long you have played it
– how popular the sport is and why
and explain why it is important to you.

You will have to talk about the topic for 
1-2 minutes.
You will have 1 minute to think about what
you’re going to say.
You can take notes to help you if you want.

Task Card B
Describe a job you would like in the future.

You should say:
– what the job is all about
– what qualifications you need for it
– how important the job is
and explain why you would enjoy it.

You will have to talk about the topic for 
1-2 minutes.
You will have 1 minute to think about what
you’re going to say.
You can take notes to help you if you want.

1) Ask the student 1-2 round-off questions for
either Tasks A or B.

Task Card A

Is it easier / harder than other sports to play?

Who / What is your favourite player / team?

Task Card B

What company would you like to work for?

Does the job pay well?

2) Discuss the following points with the student
for either Task A or B.

Task Card A In-depth discussion
What do you think about drugs in sports?
How has the sport changed over the years?
Are professional athletes paid too much?

Task Card B In-depth discussion
How important is income / job / status in
your society?
How well is the economy doing in your area?
Compare jobs today with your parents’ or
grandparents’ generations.

PART 3 (4-5 minutes) ***For examiner use only***

PART 1 (4-5 minutes) ***For examiner use only***
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IELTS Exam Practice Listening 1QSE Advanced
Name:
Class:

IELTS Listening: Section 1 Questions 1–10

Questions 1–2

Label the map below. Where was each person when the band was playing?

Write the correct letter A-H next to questions 1 and 2.

1 ______eitaK

2 Rebecca’s boyfriend ______

Example Answer

   C    enaJ

C

R
es

tr
oo

m
s

Smoking
Patio

Stage

Dance Floor

N

Bar

Bar
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CAE Exam Practice Reading 4
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

CAE Reading: Paper 1, Part 4

Answer questions 25 – 45 by referring to the newspaper article about the media.

For questions 25 – 45, answer by choosing from the sections of the article A-D. 
Some of the choices may be required more than once.

Which section mentions the following?

___52noitats VT gnilgdelf eht rof sdnuf fo ecruos tnatsnoc tsegral ehT

___62stnemnrevog no dah sah ygolonhcet etilletas taht tceffe ehT

___72sucof s’krowten eht etadpu ot degnahc neeb sah tnemeganam ehT

___82tekram eht ni srehto ot derapmoc ecneidua s’krowten VT eht fo ezis ehT

The belief that the network might be controlled by agents from other countries 29___

The network plans to compete against other major networks around the world 30___

The reason for the collapse of one TV network operation in the Middle East 31___

___23tsaE elddiM eht ni lortnoc noitamrofni fo eussi ehT

The fact that the management were overly optimistic about financial prospects 33___

___43elpoep barA yranidro fo sweiv eht tneserp ot sekil noitats ehT

___53noitats VT eht tsniaga dellevel msitimes-itna fo snoitasucca ehT

The audience grew with the TV station’s coverage of two big events related to the United States 36___

___73 desolc ylbicrof saw seciffo rieht fo eno taht tcaf ehT

___83yrtnuoc rieht fo egarevoc eht dekilsid qarI fo tnemnrevog ehT

___93setatS detinU eht ni seiticorta rof elbisnopser nosrep eht fo gnisivelet ehT

___04llew os gniod erew tnetnoc desilaiceps htiw snoitats VT taht tcaf ehT

___14stnemnrevog ynam yb fo devorppasid saw tnetnoc s’areezaJ lA

The TV station maintains its right to show graphic images of victims of war 42___

Their journalists would ask questions that upset some people in government 43___

The confidential report that disclosed a possible reason for the bombing of Al Jazeera 44___

___54ycnega swen lavir a ni ecneirepxe emos dah ffats ehT

CAE Exam Practice Writing QSE Advanced
Name:
Class:
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CAE Writing, Paper 2, Part 2

Choose one of the following writing tasks. Your answers should follow the 
instructions exactly. Write approximately 250 words.

2 You see this announcement on a community bulletin board.

BEST CITIZEN AWARD

We want you to nominate someone in your community who you think deserves
the title 
best citizen. Your entry should mention:

- what this person has done for the community
- why is this person different from other good citizens
- what we can learn from this person

Write your competition entry.

3 A new student magazine is looking for a new music reviewer. You need to
submit a review of a music group you are familiar with. Your review
should:

• describe the band and its music
• what makes the group different, interesting or exciting
• the impact you think they have made on music and popular culture.

Write your review.

4 You have been picked to become a salesperson in your company. Your first
task will be to write a letter to a possible new customer. You should
introduce yourself, explain what your company does and how they do it
and how this customer would benefit from using your company’s products
or services.

Write your letter.

Part 1 (3 minutes)

Work in pairs. Compare and contrast the following pictures showing people 
in different stressful situations. 

CAE Speaking, Paper 5 Part 2 (4 minutes)

Stress (Describe, speculate and hypothesis)

Look at the pictures again and decide which would be the most stressful and why?
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CAE Exam Practice Speaking 
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced
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CAE Exam Practice Listening 
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

CAE Listening, Paper 4, Part 2

You will hear a conversation on the radio about stem cell research. For 
questions 9–16, complete the sentences.

Listen very carefully as you will hear the recording ONCE only.

STEM CELLS
As opposed to regular cells, stem cells are 

.snoitidnocro lacigoloisyhp cificeps rednu llec fo dnik yna emoceb nac yehT

.esaesid s’nosnikraP yb detceffa era elpoep fo tnec rep 2 ylhguoR

.enimapod secudorp taht eht fo trap eht skcatta esaesid s’nosnikraP

Scientists discovered that transplanted stem cells will produce dopamine in 

.seirujni pleh ot sllec mets esu ot detnaw eveeR rehpotsirhC

.sllec mets cinoyrbme gnisu tsniaga era ynaM

stem cells cannot be easily grown in the lab.

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
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CAE Exam Practice English in Use 2
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

CAE English in Use: Paper 3, Part 2

For questions 16–30, complete the following article by finding the missing word. Use only one word
for each space. The exercise begins with an example (0).

Example: 0    born 0

Charles Darwin

Charles Robert Darwin was (0) ––––––––– in Shrewsbury, England on February 12th, 1809. In

1825, he began (16) ––––––––– medicine under his father’s guidance. However, the horror of

19th-century surgery led him into other pursuits. He eventually developed an (17) ––––––––– in

taxidermy, collecting beetles and learning (18) ––––––––– natural history. Charles’ father enrolled

him in theological studies at Christ’s College at Cambridge university. (19) ––––––––– was

thought that taking this degree (20) ––––––––– allow Charles to become a clergyman, a career

which would (21) ––––––––– him a reasonable income and allow him to pursue his interest in

natural history. 

Most clergymen at the (22) ––––––––– thought the study of nature was part of their duty in

understanding the miracle of (23) ––––––––– creation. On the advice of Cambridge professor

Reverend John Henslow, Charles delayed taking his holy orders. (24) ––––––––– he joined an

expedition to map the coastline of South America aboard the HMS Beagle. This five-year (25)

––––––––– undertaken in two parts, was to be a watershed in the field of biology. 

During the trip, Charles was (26) ––––––––– catalogue hundreds of species of animal, plants and

fossils. Among the (27) ––––––––– places he visited on the way from South America to Australia

were the Galapagos Islands off the (28) ––––––––– of Ecuador. It was here that he identified

slight variations in what appeared to be the same species from one (29) ––––––––– to the next

in the Galapagos Islands. It was these observations (30) ––––––––– led him to formulate his

ground-breaking 1859 thesis, On the Origins of Species by the Means of Natural Selection, or

The Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life.

IGCSE Reading: Exercise 2
Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.

Art versus Sport
Across the United States local school boards are
having to weigh up the comparative merits of
the arts versus sports. And sports are winning
out.

Local school boards have seen cuts in
both state and federal funding for education.
One underlying reason has been the No Child
Left Behind programme signed into law in
2002.

The NCLB was meant to give more money to
schools that perform well in national
standardised testing, but the NCLB does not
cover the cost of buying new sophisticated data
management systems, employing highly
qualified personnel to manage these computers
and software, or even paying for the intensive
efforts needed to improve the schools. This has
put many school boards in the difficult position
of having to make large cuts to their education
budgets.

Streamlined through the 1990s by earlier cuts,
the schools are now making some tough
decisions about cutting programmes considered
as not essential for the curriculum. This has
inevitably led to a choice between funding
physical education programmes, such as the
quintessential high school football teams, and
fine arts programmes, such as art, music and
drama.

Given the popularity of professional sports in
American culture, few elected politicians have
chosen to axe sports programmes. In New
Mexico, the Education Secretary Veronica
Garcia sought out $4 million in the state budget
for new physical education spending, while
freezing arts programmes. (The state’s 

governor, Bill Richardson, had initially wanted
to cut money from the arts programme, but
faced serious protests from arts groups.) Ms
Garcia cited high rates of obesity as a driving
factor for her decision. 

A similar result was seen in Florida’s local
school boards as they tried to meet the criteria
set by the state’s Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT), based on the NCLB
testing criteria. One interesting difference with
the NCLB is that the FCAT leaves out arts as
one of its main testing subjects. Many critics
believe that rigidly adhering to passing the
NCLB tests has led to curriculums across the
US to become more focused on testing than on
‘real’ learning.

Perhaps fuelled by the stereotype of the
starving artist, there appears to be many
misconceptions about how useful funding the
arts is from an economic perspective. A study by
Kennesaw State University compared the
economic impact in Atlanta, Georgia, of the arts
community versus Atlanta’s three professional
sports teams, the Braves, the Falcons and the
Hawks. Based on numbers of attendees, some 36
million people attended arts events across metro
Atlanta in 1995 compared to 2,561,831 for the
Braves, 496,679 for the Hawks and 456,640 for
the Falcons. In economic terms, the arts bring
$624 million per year to the city’s economy
compared to only $300 million for all three
professional sports teams. However, until local
voters are willing to see their taxes increased to
pay for a wider-ranging education, students
wanting to study art, music and drama are going
to be left behind.
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IGCSE Exam Practice Reading & Writing 14
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

Write an article for your school or college magazine giving your views
on what makes a good role model. The comments below may give you
some ideas, but you are free to use your own ideas. Your article should
be about 150 words (Core tier) / 200 words (Extended tier) long. 

‘Actions speak louder than words’ 
when it comes to role models.

IGCSE Writing: Exercise 7

Many people in power
don’t practise what
they preach.

You can only judge
a person by what
they do.

People are human and
make mistakes.

Setting examples of
good behaviour is the
most important thing.
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IGCSE Exam Practice Speaking 1QSE Advanced
Name:
Class:

IGCSE Speaking 1

A ADVERTISING

Discuss with the examiner the impact that
advertising has on people today.

You may wish to consider the following:
• Style of adverts – funny, persuading, flashy
• Some examples of the best adverts you

have seen
• Some things you want to buy and the

reasons why
• Types of advertising - TV, radio, internet,

newspaper
• Whether there is too much advertising 
• Whether advertisers should advertise to

children

You are free to consider any other ideas of
your own.

You are not allowed to make any written notes.

C AMBITIONS

Discuss with the examiner what sort of career
you would like to have.

You may wish to consider the following:

• The types of jobs have you had in the past
• The kind of education would you like or

need to take in the future
• How money influences our career choices
• Which jobs would you never consider

and why
• How your friends and family can influence

your career choices
• Whether everyone has a dream job

You are free to consider any ideas of your own.

You are not allowed to make any written notes.

B THE ARTS

Discuss with the examiner the role of creativity
in our society.

You may wish to consider the following:
• People who are thought to be very creative
• The most creative ideas you have seen,

read, or heard about
• Whether we value creative as much as

earlier generations
• Whether creativity is a sign of intelligence
• Where you find creativity in your own life
• Should ideas always be about making

money?

You are free to consider any other ideas of
your own.

You are not allowed to make any written notes.

D BULLYING 

Discuss with the examiner how someone
should defend themselves against an aggressive
person, whether verbal or physical.

You may wish to discuss:

• Whether humour is an effective defence
• The disadvantages of using violence to

solve problems
• Situations people your age could find

themselves in
• How safe you feel where you live
• Whether parents, teachers or society

can help
• Whether pacifism is always the best solution

You are free to consider any other ideas of
your own.

You are not allowed to make any written notes.
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IGCSE Exam Practice Listening 2
Name:
Class:QSE Advanced

IGCSE Listening: Part 2

Listen to the following tour of London Heathrow Airport, and then fill in the details below.

You will hear the interview twice. 

HEATHROW INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

GENERAL  INFORMA TION

Busiest in Europe

Busiest airports in the world: Atlanta, Chicago, London Heathrow

Number of passengers: 

raey a ,yad a sruoh 42:nepO

Size

Total retail space: 

48,000 sq. m, or bigger than Manchester United’s

football pitch

Total staff: 

Total parking space: 34,000

Airport documentary

Filmed at Heathrow

Jeremy Spake, now a television presenter

History

Originally owned by vicar of Harmondsworth

Fairey Aviation built the first airstrip to 

The airport officially opened 

Terminal 2 originally called 

IGCSE exam practice: Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening

IELTS exam practice: Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening

CAE exam practice: Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, English in Use

3 Extended Reading sections
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Teacher’s Guide

QSE Advanced – how the sections of each unit work 

MATERIALS MAP OF THE COURSE
Student’s Book Contents pages 4–7
Teacher’s Guide pages 4–7

The syllabus of QSE Advanced is based on an
extensive survey of current international standards
in EFL teaching. Increasingly these are based on the
CEF, or, if non-European, they are now being
aligned with it (for example the University of
Michigan examinations). The topical basis of the
course is the syllabus of Trinity College London,
but it also takes into account the functional and
structural requirements of the University of
Cambridge ESOL syllabus.

Given that communicative competence is one
of the main aims of the QSE course, care has been
taken not to overload the students with grammar.
There is an expectation by the author in
coordination with the various exams that students
at this level should have a thorough working
knowledge of grammar by this point, however, the
workbook does review key grammar points that
may cause occasional mistakes. The Student’s Book
takes care to concentrate on skills work, particularly
speaking. 

The Contents pages show the scope and
sequence of whole book as well as each unit, with
headings for Topic (or Subject), The BIG question,
Functions (Language Banks), Grammar,
Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing and CLIL.
These pages can be used as a quick reference for
both students and teachers, including a list of
DVD tracks.

STUDENT’S BOOK UNITS
The four colour pages of the Student’s Book units
contain all the main language input material
of the course. There are many short units, rather
than a few long ones, so there is lots of variety
and interest for different tastes. There are 20
units, plus three Extended reading sections.
There is also a series of Language Banks,
examples of functional language presented in
meaningful and useful written or spoken
examples. The Language Banks are on fold-out
cover flaps for easy reference in class when

students are working on any unit. The functions
chosen for these Language Banks are taken
from the Trinity College GESE syllabus, Grades
10 and 11.

The format of each unit is as follows:

Unit title and What’s new?
Student’s Book unit, page 1
The title gives a clue to the unit topic, and the
What’s new? box tells you what the unit covers.
All three areas – Subject, Function and 
Grammar (where appropriate) – will prepare
students for effectively tackling the speaking and
writing requirements for the different exams. The
Teacher’s Guide includes extra questions (EQ) for
every section to allow greater control of time and
more intensive discussions as required.

1 The BIG question and Viewpoint
Every unit begins and ends with an important
question related to the central unit theme and
will be explored again at the end of the unit in
the Your Answer section. The question is
intended to immediately grab the attention of
the students when it first appears. They are not
asked to give an opinion at this stage. It is simply
there to make them think. At the end of the unit,
after consideration of the evidence in the unit
and consultation with other students about
their opinions, the class will be much
more prepared and confident to answer the
question.

Using The BIG question:

• Read the question out. Check students
understand it by asking questions. You will
get students to answer the question at the
end of the unit for review.

• Ask students to write one or two sentences in
their notebooks. 

• Tell them that at the end of the unit you will ask
them to reread their answers and see if they have
changed their minds.
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QSEQSE

Viewpoint
Time: 5–10 minutes 

Viewpoint gives some facts, quotes and photos to be
used as warm-up activity for the unit. The facts and
quotes relate either directly or indirectly to the
topics in the unit. There will be some background
for these facts in the Teacher’s Guide. Use the extra
questions (EQ) in the Teacher’s Guide to explore the
significance of these facts. Students will often be asked
to comment on or interpret the photo or illustration.

Note: These can be readily used by students in the
topic presentation phase of the Cambridge CAE
and Trinity Advanced Spoken Grade Examination
interview.

1 WORD POWER
Time: 15–20 minutes

The WORD POWER section has two main aims: 
• To introduce students to vocabulary and idioms

relating to the subject area. 
• To introduce and practise the phrases in the

Language Bank, so that students are using
this new vocabulary immediately in a
communicative way by answering contextual
questions. Answers to activities are in the
Teacher’s Guide. 

Note: Teachers should stress to students that they
should make every attempt to use the new
vocabulary when they answer related questions.

This section is cross-referenced to the Workbook
unit, where there are extra activities. 

2 READING 
Student’s Book unit, page 2
Time: 25 minutes

The second page of each unit has two reading texts:
authentic articles from worldwide sources – print
and online (newspapers, magazines, websites). The
topics have been chosen in line with the
specifications of the Trinity College spoken exams
and other exam curricula. Occasionally the texts
shock or surprise, but will always draw the attention
of the reader. It also provides a strong motivation to
read ELT materials as well.

The Reading activity is a communicative activity
tied to the two articles. It helps students practise
extensive and intensive reading skills.

The Reading section also aims to provide the
students with material to help them deal with later
activities in the unit, including Your Answer
(Activity 10) to The BIG question at the end.

There are various activities including:
• Vocabulary exercises: finding words in the article

from definitions given and matching headlines
with parts of the text. 

• Summarising information in the articles. 
• Evaluating or comparing the two articles.

Important! After skimming, students should read
the article twice. The first time should be without
the glossary to try to understand the meaning of the
words in context. This can be done as a group to
also practise pronunciation as well. The second time
students could actively use the glossary list at the
back of the book to confirm their understanding of
the new vocabulary.

Using READING:
The comprehension activities:
• Read out the questions or ask students to

read them silently. Ask questions to check
comprehension. 

• Put students into pairs or small groups to discuss
their answers. Alternatively, give students time to
think about their answers individually. Elicit
answers, giving the answer yourself if necessary.
Where appropriate, ask students to justify their
answers by quoting the sentence(s) from the text. 

Reading in class:
Ideally, students should be encouraged to read the
articles before coming to class. This allows them
time to read through the comprehension questions
and think about their answers. However, the articles
can also be read in class, which would simulate the
time constraints of the various exams’ reading
comprehension. In either case, each student should
have an opportunity to read part or an entire article
aloud in class. The teacher should use this
opportunity to check for possible pronunciation
errors, which can be identified after the text has
been read. Proper pronunciation is critical at this
level. 
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Some extra suggestions for Reading:
• Students can be asked to read a text at home and

do some preparatory work of their own, and then
come to class with questions about the content.

• The teacher can pre-teach certain words and
expressions in a dialogue of discovery with the
class, and then the students can read the text
in silence.

• In large groups, students can work in pairs or
groups with a new text, using their own knowledge,
dictionaries, and questions from the teacher.

• The teacher can assign the text to be read in
small sections, a paragraph for example, each
section to a different group. The different groups
work on their fragment of text and then tell the
rest of the class about it. One of them can read it
aloud, as long as the others can’t see the text
themselves. 

3 SPEAK YOUR MIND
Time: 20–30 minutes

This section is an innovative way of combining the
chance to discuss the topic and also activate some
key functional language. Four or five questions in
this section give the class an opportunity to voice
opinions on a wide variety of issues related to the
unit’s subject area. It is important to try to get
students using the Language Bank phrases, where
appropriate. Although this can be somewhat
mechanical if pursued too rigorously, using the
phrases will enable further practice and allow you to
evaluate the accuracy of the phrasal usage.

This activity can be extended as long as class
time allows. Use the extra questions (EQ) to help
keep the discussion going if necessary.

It is also important to bear in mind that with
any productive task, speaking or writing, successful
completion of the task is more important than
actually using the target functional language. In
other words, if students carry out the task
successfully, but don’t use any of the target
expressions, this is not a reason to criticise them!

Using SPEAK YOUR MIND:
• Go through the relevant Language Bank. Either

read out the sentences yourself or ask students to
read it out. Teach any new language. 

• Read out the questions or ask students to read them
out. Check comprehension by asking questions.

• Put students in pairs or small groups to discuss
their answers. As students talk, walk round and
listen to students, noting major errors.
Alternatively, give students time to think about
their answers individually.

• Elicit answers and encourage discussion. Make
notes of students’ major errors, particularly errors
involving the target structure and vocabulary
items. It’s probably best to point out major errors
after the discussion and write the correct versions
on the board.

• It can prove to be very helpful, in a follow-up
session, to briefly go through the activity again
as a way of revising the language.

4 LISTEN / WATCH AND LISTEN

Student’s Book unit, page 3
Time: 20–25 minutes 

Listening is a vitally important language skill and it
is important that listening material should sound
authentic as well as interesting. The DVD-ROM
includes 20 tracks, with a video or audio clip for
each unit. The blue symbol (❿) next to the title
shows the track number on the DVD-ROM. 

The audio and video script for the audio and
video clips is also on the DVD as PDF files that can
be opened on a PC and in the Teacher’s Guide on
page 153. See Using the DVD-ROM on page 152.

The clips have been carefully chosen for
provocative content to stimulate discussion.
They also reflect a global perspective with a mix
of different accents from the UK and other 
English-speaking countries.

Using LISTEN / WATCH AND LISTEN: 
• This section always has an opening discussion

featuring questions relating to the issue in the
listening activity. There is also a photo or photos
as a prompt. The Teacher’s Guide contains
background information on the context of
the track.

• The next question asks students to predict what
may happen in the listening activity based on
what they already know about the subject. At
this point, you play the track for the first
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time so students can answer a set of listening
comprehension questions. These questions test
the students’ ability to find specific information.
The students can answer these questions as a
group. Answers are provided in the TG.

• In some of the listening activities there is a question
to allow students to speculate on what will happen
next in the clip. This helps students practise
commenting on or imagining how the narrative
might continue. The audio or video clip pauses for
the teacher to discuss the question with the students.

• The final question asks students to address
the underlying theme. You can again stress that
students should try to practise the Language Bank
phrases and new vocabulary from Word Power.

5 TEAMWORK
Time: 15 minutes

This section is a creative brainstorming activity. The
idea is to help students become more spontaneous
in generating ideas for discussion. This is
particularly important in the interactive and
conversation phases of the GESE. Each unit
provides different brainstorming techniques that
will be helpful outside the class.

The outline of the activity is explained in the
Scenario section of the book. These activities are
designed for pairs or groups of threes, which will
maximise the students’ speaking time. If you feel
the students need more work on presentations,
most Teamwork activities can be adapted so that the
findings can be presented to another pair or the
class. In addition, each unit provides important
background information and additional questions
to extend the activity as desired.

Using TEAMWORK:
• Divide students into pairs or groups, according to

the numbers needed in the Teamwork activity. 
• Ask students to read the Scenario and ask

questions to check comprehension.
• Encourage students to enjoy themselves! Walk

round and listen. 
• Remember the golden rule of brainstorming – all

ideas are valid and should be recorded. Editing,
criticising or rejecting ideas should wait until
after all ideas have been elicited.

• Students can present the results of their
brainstorming session to the class. 

6 CONTROVERSY
Time: 25–40 minutes

This is one of the most innovative sections of the
QSE Advanced Student’s Book. It deals with a
deliberately controversial issue related to the topic
of the unit to ensure that students practise using
their argument skills in a debate. It is essentially an
opinionated role-play. The roles are explained in
abbreviated form on the page of the Student’s Book. 

Usually, the students divide into groups of four,
but this is only recommended because it reflects the
traditional number for debate teams. The activity
will also work with groups of three, two or even
one-on-one debates. Consider your class size and
needs in making this decision. 

Once the class is divided into groups, you can
either let the groups pick a side for the debate or
assign them a side. The students should have about
five to ten minutes to brainstorm arguments for their
side, then you can then let them begin debating. 

In formal debating, usually one member from
one side gives a statement, followed by a statement
from a member of the other group, until all group
members have spoken. Then each member can offer
rebuttals in turn. However, you can let the debate
be as formal or informal as you wish. You can find
more rules about debating at:
http://debate.uvm.edu/default.html 
www.debate-central.org
www.qub.ac.uk/edu/nicilt/fd/fredebate.htm 

The Teacher’s Guide notes for each unit provide
important background information and additional
questions to extend the activity as required.

In many cases, students are being asked to take
on the role of someone who may be outside
their experience and, more important, who may
have opinions and beliefs which are not be the
same as their own. There are two ways to deal
with this:
a) Tell students that they don’t have to play the role

if they feel uncomfortable with it.
b) Tell students to try the role anyway, as it will be

good communication skills practice and may
come in useful in an examination. 
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The problem with the first of these solutions is that
a lazy class can end up doing nothing at all! The
problem with the second is that students may feel
upset about having to express certain opinions,
especially if there are cultural reasons why they
object to taking a certain role. The teacher will
know where there are sensitivities, and could opt to
omit this activity, if it is too controversial. But
controversy is the name of the activity!

Even so, we feel that the second option is the
better one, and students can be mollified by
knowing that the tasks are designed in a very
systematic way to help them with their fluency.

Using CONTROVERSY:
• Divide students into groups.
• Make sure the students have time to familiarise

themselves fully with their role. Ask questions
to check comprehension.

• Ask students to look at the points made for each
side, which they can pick up on, as well as
adding their own ideas. 

• Students have their debate. Encourage them to
enjoy themselves! Walk round and listen.

• Ask the class for their comments, both positive
and negative. 

• Ask students for their real opinions.

7 PORTFOLIO WRITING
This section provides guidance for the students to
carry out writing tasks. The tasks include emails,
letters, articles, reports and creative writing.
Portfolio Writing is a student-centred activity that
many teachers and learners will find motivating and
creative.

An ISE III writing portfolio should include the
three best samples of the student’s work; one from:

• Letters or emails
• Reports, articles or reviews
• Creative writing.

Each unit provides sources for additional on-line or
library research. This section helps students with
the Topic discussion and Conversation phases. 

This section can alternatively be used as a
controlled writing activity by asking students to
write the essay in class in a given time. This would

help students with the Writing sections of the
Cambridge CAE, IELTS and IGCSE. 

Using PORTFOLIO WRITING:

Writing

• Let students choose either activity A or B for
each unit. 

• Writing activities should be done outside class.
• Actively encourage students to practise new

vocabulary, phrases or idioms in their writing.
• Make sure students use the correct writing styles

(formality, diction, etc.) and formats (letters,
emails, etc.)

• Get students to use a thesaurus and dictionary
actively.

• Get students to brainstorm ideas for their work
in groups or pairs.

Corrections

• If students use a word processor, make sure they
first try to write without using a spellchecker or a
grammar check. They can do this by turning off
the autocorrect function, or simply changing the
‘text language’ of the document.

• Students could correct each other’s work in the
next class before handing them in.

• Prepare a sheet with examples of mistakes
from different students. Discuss in class how
to correct these.

8 CLIL in English
Student’s Book unit, page 4
Time: 20–30 minutes

In this section, the cross-curricular aspects of the
central unit theme are explored. The title of each
CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning)
section makes this connection clear. Titles include
PSYCHOLOGY in English or BUSINESS
STUDIES in English. This also addresses a major
component in the Advanced Stage of the Trinity
GESE – topic presentation and topic discussion.

The input material to be read is more dense and
challenging (although it is always short) and
different from the articles in the Reading section.
Information is also presented as statistics, charts
or maps, as well as more conventional reading texts.
Cross-curricular material is more and more in
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demand by teachers and syllabi. We think there is
great value in cross-curricular study, with students
using English to accomplish tasks which refer
directly to other aspects of their studies or work.

The activities are done in pairs and sometimes
groups of three. In mirroring the small group size of
one-on-one interviews, this activity allows for
increased speaking time and reduces the students’
fear of public speaking. The activity has two parts: a
presentation followed by a discussion of the
presentation and an associated question or questions.
After the presentation, it is important that the others
ask the presenter a question. This helps practise the
situation that requires students to answer examiner
questions about their chosen presentation. There will
also be EQ or other material in the TG to help you
begin or extend these sections.

Students who excel in the particular subjects under
discussion in this section may of course find them
easier to deal with. They will even be able to help the
rest of the class who may not be as expert in these
subjects as they are. For example in ENGINEERING
in English in Unit 17 students who are engineers
should be encouraged to show the rest of the class
(and the teacher) what they know – as long as it is in
English. The advantage of this is that these students
can then help other students.

Using the CLIL section:
• Explain the task and check comprehension.

Students work individually or in pairs or small
groups to complete the task.  

• Give the students between 10 to 15 minutes
to read the text and prepare the material for a
presentation. You can circulate at this point to
answer any questions students may have and
to discuss any background material which may
be included in the TG. Encourage students to
use the vocabulary from Word Power, where
appropriate, and phrases from the Language
Bank.

Note: The workbook includes Speaking Strategies
activities students can use to help them improve
their presentation techniques.

Alternative suggestions:
• You can give the presentation part of this activity

for homework to be presented in the next class.

This allows for extra research but may cut back
on presentation spontaneity.

• You can choose different students to make their
presentation in front of the whole class. The
more exposure that students have to public
speaking, the better the students will do in the
topic presentation, however, this may be fairly
intimidating to some students and should be
considered carefully.

• You can have the pairs join another pair to
give their presentations again. This time ask the
students to evaluate the presentation according
to the content, speaking style, eye contact, body
language and so on. 

9 FURTHER DISCUSSION
Time: 20 minutes

This section allows students to address more
questions about issues relating to the subject area.
This section will help students in the conversation
phase of the different exams.

The students work in pairs again to make sure
they have more speaking time in class. You
should again try to get the students to practise
using the phrases from the Language Bank and
the vocabulary in Word Power, where 
appropriate. 

Using FURTHER DISCUSSION:
• Make sure that the students understand the

questions they are going to discuss. 
• Put students into pairs to discuss the questions. 
• While students are discussing the points, walk

round and listen to monitor students’ use of
language and grammar. You can also help the
discussions along by using the EQ in the TG. 

• After students have finished discussing the
questions in pairs, you could ask one or two
pairs to re-enact their conversation in front of
the class to present their ideas to the class or
you can discuss the main points again as a class. 

• Go through any significant errors and write the
correct versions on the board.

• In a follow-up session, you could ask students
to go through the conversation again with a
different partner. This is a good way to revise
the language.

QSE Adv TG p08-25  3/7/07  3:32 PM  Page 21



10 Your answer
Time: 5 minutes

And finally, we come back to The BIG question
which started the unit and which serves as a
review of the unit as a whole. Students will now
be in a much better position to answer it. To
prove this, we recommend that, before you start
using the book with your class, you experiment
by reading The BIG question of a particular unit
and making a note of what your answer would be
on first reading. Then read and listen to the unit
content, and read the question again. Is there
anything you would change or add? We think so,
and we are sure that students will benefit from
this approach.

As usual with QSE activities, this section offers
guidance, and even lists opinions that the students
might feel happy to express themselves. Some
students will of course prefer to express themselves
in their own words, but the ‘sample opinions’ are
valuable for equally opinionated but less articulate
students.

Using YOUR ANSWER:
• Ask students to look back to The BIG question

and the answers that they noted down. Ask
them to think about their answers for a few
minutes and whether their opinions have
changed.

• Read out the questions and the answers or ask
students to read them out. Explain that the
answers are just examples – they don’t have to
agree with them.

• Put students into groups to discuss the
questions. Walk round and listen, noting
major errors. 

• Afterwards, or alternatively, have a whole class
discussion, encouraging students to reply to each
other. You can also use the EQ in the TG to
address any related issues.

• Point out major errors and write the corrected
versions on the board.

• Ask students if their opinions have changed since
they first answered The BIG question, and if
so, why?

• For homework, ask students to write one or two
paragraph answers to the questions.

EXTENDED READING
Time: 20–30 minutes

Three Extended Reading units are placed after
units 7, 14 and 20. The authentic reading texts here
are longer than the reading texts on page 2 of the
main units. As the main units are heavily weighted
toward speaking activities, these three units aim to
balance out the amount of reading and writing
practice. Each text is approximately a thousand
words, which places them within the exam
framework for the ISE III and the UCLES exams’
long reading sections. 

Each unit contains five activities. These units
can be done in class or most often as homework.
In either case, you will need to go through the
answers in class. Answers are given in the
Teacher’s Guide.

Using the EXTENDED READING:
Reading
This activity is similar to the Reading activity in
main units. The TG includes answers and EQ. 

Idioms
At advanced level, it is important for students
to be able to show a knowledge of and ability
to use idioms. In this activity students find
idioms in the text based on definitions. The
students must then put the idioms into the
appropriate gaps.

This activity asks students to read the text in
more depth trying to find a certain number of
idioms or phrases. To make sure students
understand the meanings of these you can ask EQ
when you are going through the answers. 

Portfolio Writing
This section is similar to the main units. The first
question in each of the three units complies with
the ISE III Controlled Writing Task 1 requirements
and the IGCSE Part 2. It can also help students
summarise opinions about the subject area. The
second question is a creative writing activity that is
suitable for Trinity ISE and Cambridge CAE,
IGCSE and IELTS. There is a third question in
Extended Reading 3 that is not exam-specific, but it
does challenge students to develop their ideas much
further.
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Interactive task
This activity is based specifically on the Interactive
Task in the Trinity GESE. However, it is an
excellent way for students taking other exams to
develop their spoken abilities. A student is required
to take the responsibility for maintaining
interaction in a discussion for up to five minutes.
• Go through the relevant Language Bank as

outlined in Speak Your Mind and Controversy
notes above. Elicit ways of incorporating the
functional language into the students’ conversation.

• Put students into pairs or groups to make notes
in preparation for the task. It can be helpful to
ask one of the more confident groups to go
through the task. As they do so, make notes of
helpful new vocabulary and phrases. Afterwards,
elicit / teach these items.

• Students then go through the task. 
• Proceed as outlined above at the same stage in

the Speak Your Mind and Controversy notes.

GLOSSARY
At the back of the Student’s Book there is a 
unit-by-unit monolingual Glossary section. This
contains approximately 20–40 head words per
unit, with English-language explanations in the
style of popular learner’s dictionaries. This does
not replace a dictionary, which students will need
and should use frequently, but it does provide a
quick reference to the most difficult vocabulary in
a lexically rich book.

LANGUAGE BANKS
There are 20 Language Banks (LBs) on the cover
flaps of the Student’s Book. In this way they can be
kept open in front of the students for constant
reference. There is a LB for each of the functions
listed in the scope and sequence of the course
(see Contents pages 4–7 of the Student’s Book). 

Students should be encouraged to use the LBs for
ready reference in speaking activities particularly.
Each LB can be used in conjunction with many
different units of the book. However, each one is
introduced and practised for the first time in the
order of units shown in the contents. Reference to
the new LB for each unit is usually made for the
first time in Activity 1 Word Power. Thereafter

students are expected to be able to use the LBs on
their own initiative, and when prompted in the
text.

WORKBOOK UNITS
The QSE Advanced Workbook section is designed
to be done as homework, but you should go
through the answers in class to discuss particular
points, notably the idioms. There are four parts to
each unit, with a Speaking Strategies activity that
appears in every other unit (see below). Answers can
be found in the Teacher’s Guide.

The contents follow those of the Student Book
units, the aim being to reinforce knowledge of the
main themes as well as provide further practice with
vocabulary and the Language Bank functions,
language structures and writing skills in the main unit. 

Using the WORKBOOK pages:
Word Power
This activity picks up from where the main unit
Word Power leaves off. Students will need to make
use of the vocabulary, phrases and / or idioms in
the Language Bank.

English in Use 
This activity gives students the chance to practise
some key grammar points. This section usually has
exercise material in the format of the Cambridge
CAE, Paper 3, of English in Use. Students will find
some of the grammar points covered in the
Language Bank. Refer to the contents page for
more information. 

In most cases, this section will also be in the form
of a text that will allow students the opportunity for
further reading and more information on the subject
area. If you feel it is appropriate and you have time
in class, you can use the EQ to help you explore the
issues brought up in the texts. 

Writing
This section gives students even more
opportunities to write for their ISE III Portfolios
and practise their writing for use in Cambridge
CAE, IGCSE and IELTS. Refer to the Portfolio
Writing section above for tips on use. The choice
of tasks is of the length and type specified in
various exams. The writing tasks are diverse and
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include conversations, interviews, letters, emails
and for / against opinion pieces. We hope to
encourage students to appreciate the differences in
register and style that are needed when writing for
different purposes. The tasks here are useful ideas
for homework, as they follow up work covered in
the Student’s Book unit.

Speaking Strategies
This section (which appears in every other unit) is
very important for helping students to improve
their presentation skills and their presentations in
general. These are written activities, but they
provide phrases, practical tips and techniques for
organising presentations, opening lines, creating
emphasis and creating rapport that can be used in
the actual GESE topic presentation. After
completing each WB unit, you should try to get
students to incorporate these tips into their next
presentation.

Idioms
As discussed above in the Extended Reading
section, appropriate use of idioms is an important
part of determining whether a student can
communicate on a more advanced level. Idioms
may appear last in the WB units, but they are
certainly not least in the terms of importance. You
should make sure that students answer the question:
What do these mean? This will help you to
determine whether they have a real grasp for the
meaning and use or not. 

There are several ways you can try to incorporate
these idioms into communicative practice. Firstly,
you can use the EQ in the TG, which will get
students using the idioms in a real way. Secondly,
you can ask students to use the idioms in writing
tasks. Thirdly, you can try to organise the use of
these idioms into a continuing ‘competition’: for
example, whoever correctly uses the idioms first in
the next class gets a point. You can keep track of
these points over the course.

TEAMWORK SCENARIOS
This section contains the scenarios for the
Teamwork activity in the main units. See
Teamwork notes above.

QSE DVD-ROMs
There are two versions of the QSE Advanced
DVD-ROM. The Student’s DVD-ROM contains
the video and audio clips and scripts and Using the
DVD-ROM. The Teacher’s DVD-ROM also
includes over 250 pages of text files (PDF), which
consist of teacher’s notes, answer keys, practice
pages for the CAE, IELTS and IGCSE exams, plus
audio files for the exam practice Listening tests.
(Teacher’s and Student’s will need a version of the
free program Adobe Reader (or equivalent) to open
the PDF files on the DVD-ROMs.) This means
that teachers can in fact do without the printed
copies of the Teacher’s Guide if they wish to.

From the opening menu of the DVD the
teacher is able to scroll through to various menus,
in addition to the audio and video clips:
1. About QSE – information about the book and
the QSE Series
2. Using the DVD-ROM – instructions for use
3. Audio & Video scripts – all the transcripts of the
video and audio clips
4 Teacher's Notes – all the pages of the Teacher’s
Book in printable PDF files. These include the
Introduction to the course, Contents, Materials
Map, Teacher’s Notes for all 20 Units and three
Extended Reading sections
5. Exams (CAE, IELTS, IGCSE) – all the printed
pages of the exam materials for IGCSE, CAE and
IELTS. There are six audio files for the Listening
Tests, with transcripts. There is a Placement Test
for use at the beginning of the course. There is also
an Introduction to using the exam materials.

QSE METHODOLOGY
The units are topic-based. The topics we have
chosen are genuinely affective – stimulating,
controversial and designed to make students want to
express their own views in speaking and writing and
to help them do it. Activities promote the sharing of
ideas and opinions, the aim being to present both
sides – or sometimes many sides – of a highly
debatable issue. The issues chosen are those that
affect everyone in our globalised society – from the
highly personal (exams, ambition, education, finding
a partner) to the most public of debates
(environment, oil, peace, fame).
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Vocabulary enrichment 
Because all the topics are real life issues, and the
input materials for them are from authentic sources,
the vocabulary range is challenging. QSE is
intentionally a rich source of new vocabulary for
students’ use. The benefit for students is that they
have to deal with language they would actually
meet in genuine written or spoken exchanges with
native English speakers. 

In addition, we provide activities to help students
understand and activate new terms or concepts,
both before they read or listen and afterwards.
Then, after they have worked through the Student’s
Book activities, the workbook section recycles and
practises vocabulary items. This too helps learners
to consolidate their knowledge and to become more
confident in using the structures and expressions
they have learnt.

Unit development
There is a systematic and structured development
in each unit, which follows a logical cognitive
pattern – words, ideas, grammar awareness, reading,
discussion, listening, writing, followed by the 
cross-curricular (CLIL) information which relates
the topic to other subjects the students may be
studying. Finally, the wheel comes full circle and
students, older and wiser, answer the question that
started the whole thing off. 

Internet sources
There are lists of internet references for further
research in each of the unit-by-unit sections of this
Teacher’s Guide. We also recommend that teachers
and students take advantage of the fantastic
research and study opportunities offered by search
engines such as Google. Online sources are correct
at time of print. The publishers cannot guarantee
that websites will not change. This is the reason
why the internet links have not been printed in the
Student’s Book. Both teachers and students should
be aware that all websites and online resources are
constantly changing. They should be checked
before they are used for educational purposes. The
contents of any online references cited in this

book do not represent the opinions of or any
manner of endorsement from the publishers,
who cannot be responsible for any online
content beyond their control.

QSE illustrations
The illustrations in this book have been carefully
chosen to be an affective resource in their own
right. They are mainly news-style photographs, not
included simply to decorate the page, but to be
used as a resource. As in the best of printed and
online competitive media, the pictures are designed
to draw students’ eyes when they open the book at
a particular spread. 

We suggest that, especially when you look at the
opening double-page spread of the unit, you should
start with an activity about the photos. Students
can describe them but they may also want to
comment on them. 

In the Viewpoint and CLIL sections there are
often graphs, diagrams and charts. Students going
on to business English qualifications, such as the
Cambridge BEC and IELTS for academic
qualifications, have to be familiar with describing
and using graphs in English. 

Many forms of testing today require students to
discuss and comment on images, and the pages of
QSE provide ample opportunities for students to
develop this form of visual awareness, which is
such an important part of modern literacy and
communication.

QSE Photocopiable Resources
On page 174 there is an introduction to the QSE
Advanced Photocopiable Resources, which start
on page 176 of this Teacher’s Guide, for
examination practice. 

We hope you enjoy using Quick Smart English
Advanced and find the ideas in this Teacher’s Guide
useful.

Maurice Forget

Ken Wilson, Mary Tomalin
Rebecca Robb Benne
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